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The RIAA Should Stop Suing and Violating Privacy of File-Sharers

Unless you have been living in a cave recently you have probably heard at least something about file-sharing. Maybe you have even heard about the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) suing a 12 year-old music fan. But why would the RIAA wage war on a youngster just about to enter their music buying prime?

Music sharing online went main-stream with Napster – an easy to use Peer-2-Peer program that allowed users to quickly find and download any virtually any song they wanted. On December 7, 1999 the Recording Industry Association of America (RIAA) began what was to become a long string of lawsuits when it announced a lawsuit against the creators of Napster for "operating a haven for music piracy on an unprecedented scale" (Hiatt). They eventually won in court and Napster was shut down. The RIAA next sued “Napster Clones” Kazaa, Grokster, Morpheus, and Limewire. The lawsuits proved to be unsuccessful for the RIAA as these new programs never actually hosted files; they simply provided a method for people to share any files they wanted to online. The RIAA followed with dual victories in suing college students running music sharing servers and against ISPs forcing them to release the identities of any customers that the RIAA caught downloading music.
The First Amendment of the constitution guarantees citizens the right to free speech. The RIAA is legally stripping these rights from us by suing people sharing music files online, regardless of the circumstances. By legally restricting the right to share MP3 files the courts have taken a step towards censorship. People can unknowingly have a security flaw that shares their files and be sued by the recording industry for sharing files. In some cases the music may have been legally purchased. If somebody wants to check a couple of names to see if it is a song they like, they can’t legally download songs to see. Many people merely used file-sharing to download a couple new songs to sample from a favorite artist, decide they like it, and then go buy the CD.

Radio stations have always played new music abundantly to promote the music so people will go buy the album. Matt Oppenheim from the RIAA points out that since the introduction of cassette tapes anybody could produce clean copies of new songs, in some cases entire albums of their favorite artists by recording it from the radio. These people could even edit the tape afterwards and produce clean copies.  Why have the recording industries decided to make it illegal now just because technology has advanced? Internet music exposure has several advantages to radio. Radio DJ’s can not and do not play a fair amount from every band. For numerous reasons certain bands are favored over others. This makes it impossible for some very good, talented bands to ever get heard. Internet file-sharing promotes the music of these new radio shunned bands.

Reasonable legal options for downloading single songs would encourage the artists to release less “fluff” songs on CD’s. This would stop artists from releasing overall marginal records and charging full price for them. Many people (including myself) would be willing to buy certain songs legally online for a reasonable charge. Legal online single-song purchase venues would work to reverse a negative trend in music of releasing albums with only one or two good songs. These songs would never sell because people would simply listen to a sample online and move on to another song. Artists would be pushed to produce their best to sell their music. Certain artists that are only played because they have a marketing machine pushing them to the public will no longer be forced into popularity because no other alternatives are easily available.

Online music file-sharing benefits everybody. People have a right to share information with each-other. The use of that information is the responsibility of the individual.  The RIAA needs to stop waging war on its customers. File-sharing will push the music-industry in a positive way.
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